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choosing in the other language the words which would stimulate
the same ideas. Since it cannot, the word as word must have
some component additional to the idea it stimulates. Hence we
can say poetry is written with words in a way the novel is not,
without meaning that a special magic inheres in the sound-
symbol or black mark that objectively is the word. In fact the
word stimulates in addition to the idea an affective "glow", of
such a character that it cannot be carried over by translation.

(e) Poetry is non-symbolic

Here we shall not be accused of a commonplace. On the
contrary, this is the negative of a commonplace, since the
customary idealistic conception of poetry is of something
vaguely symbolic. Yet it necessarily follows from the fact that
poetry is irrational that it is non-symbolic.

What do we mean when we say words are symbolic, that is,
symbols and nothing else? We mean that the words themselves
are nothing, we are not interested in them, but in what they
refer to.1 Thus when a mathematician writes eight plus nine
equals seventeen, he is not interested in the words themselves,
but in the ordering of certain generalised classes encountered
in empirical reality. Because the words he makes use of are
symbolic, that is, emptied of personal meaning, the sentence
would have precisely the same validity whatever words were
used. For instance, in French, German or Italian the operations
of ordering referred to would be precisely the same to a mathe-
matician, although described in different words, because the
words themselves are regarded as an arbitrary convention stand-
ing for real mathematical operations of ordering. If the phrase
be translated into 8+9=17, the sentence is still just as adequate
from the mathematician's point of view. Indeed we can go
farther, and if to-morrow matheticians agreed on a convention
whereby 8 was replaced by 9, 9 by 8, and 17 by * 3, the plus
sign by the minus and the equals by the is. greater than, then
the sentence 9-8^*3 would be the precise expression of the
empirical operations symbolically expressed by 8+9=17. But if
to-morrow we decided to abolish all words and give every word
in the English dictionary its own number, the poetic content of
a speech of Hamlet would not be expressed by a series of
numbers. We should have to translate them mentally back into
the original words before attaining it.

The  extreme   translatability of  the  symbolic  language  of
mathematics, which has made it; possible to evolve a universal

* There  is  a  good   discussion of this  referential character of words in
Ogden and Richards, Meaning of